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This Month’s Meeting
Wednesday, February 26
. .
Please come join us for an informative presentation by

Honorable Margaret Miller Bernal on the

State of the Courts

The Mayne Events Center
16400 Bellflower Boulevard
Bellflower, CA 90706

5:30 pm Social Hour/Networking
6:30 pm Dinner/Program
SEDBA Member w/RSVP
Free
Non-SEDBA Member w/RSVP
$40.00
Members & Non-Members w/o RSVP $50.00

Please note: RSVPs required by February 19
Please RSVP to SEDBAinfo@gmail.com
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Greetings SEDBA members and friends:
I am truly honored and humbled to serve as the 2020 SEDBA President. Thank you
to Eric Torices and the 2019 Board for a year of increased membership and a lot of
fun.
The 2020 Board hit the ground running with the Awards Gala and Board Installation
on January 11. There were 169 guests in attendance including our special award
recipients. Court of Appeal Justice Eileen Moore educated us on the needs of
homeless veterans and clearly there is a lot of work to be done. We also heard from
SEDBA Paralegal Scholarship winner Francisco Lezama, who inspired us with her
courage and determination.
The motto for SEDBA 2020 is …Let’s Make A Difference! With that in mind, we
have already coordinated two free legal fairs including in the spring on April 11,
2020, at the Gus Velasco Neighborhood Center in Santa Fe Springs and in the fall on
October 10, 2020 at Cerritos College. We are restarting the Court 2 College
Scholarship and increasing our commitment to the Paralegal Scholarship at Cerritos
College.
My career has been focused on defending healthcare providers in medical malpractice
cases. Working with the SEDBA Board, and the Southeast District legal community,
provides a rewarding opportunity to give back to people in need. Let’s work
TOGETHER to make a difference and use the SEDBA voice and resources to help
more people.
Our general member meeting dates are set with interesting and talented topics and
speakers. If you have not yet joined as a member, it pays to join now, before our
programs get underway.
I am looking forward to a successful year for SEDBA!
Rachael Kogen
2020 SEDBA President
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57th Annual
Installation of Officers and Trustees Awards Gala
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SEDBA WOULD LIKE TO THANK AND ACKNOWLEDGE OUR

SPONSORS OF THE MONTH

JOHN RYDELL

Please give them our support!
To sponsor an upcoming meeting, please contact SEDBAinfo@gmail.com
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FEBRUARY 26, 2020
General Meeting MCLE Credit
at The Mayne Event Center

State of the Courts
The Hon. Margaret Miller Bernal

MARCH 25, 2020
General Meeting MCLE Credit

“You’ve Come a Long Way Baby…or not”
Gender Bias MCLE for Women’s History Month

APRIL 11, 2020
SPRING LEGAL FAIR
Gus Velasco Neighborhood Center
APRIL 29, 2020
The Child in the Courtroom
General Meeting MCLE Credit
Amanda Luna, LA County DDA, Victim Impact Unit
MAY 20, 2020
General Meeting MCLE Credit
JUNE 24, 2020

Tips for Working with Veterans
Antoinette Balta, Esq. – Veterans Legal Institute
The Judicial Applications Process
The Honorable Kevin C. Brazile, Presiding Judge of Los
Angeles Superior Court

JULY 2020

LONG BEACH HARBOR CRUISE

AUGUST 19, 2020

ANNUAL RANDY KRAMER POKER TOURNAMENT

SEPTEMBER 30, 2020
General Meeting MCLE Credit

Environmental Prosecutions
William G. Fallon, Sr. DDA, Orange County

October 11, 2020
Cerritos College
OCTOBER 28, 2020
General Meeting MCLE Credit

FALL LEGAL FAIR

NOVEMBER 18, 2020

Anatomy of a Medical Malpractice Case
Plaintiff & Defense Perspectives
Neil M. Howard, Esq. and Rachael C. Kogen, Esq.
JUDGES’ & PAST PRESIDENTS’ NIGHT

DECEMBER 9 or 16, 2020

HOLIDAY PARTY

General Meetings: 5:30 p.m. - Social Hour & Networking 6:30 p.m. - Dinner & Program
Please note that the meetings will be held at various venues. Always confirm the location of the meeting

We welcome all attorneys, law students, court staff,
legal & non-legal professionals to our meetings and events.
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A Lesson in Anti-Bullying:
Demonstrated by our Favorite Bully - Biff Tannen
By: Megan C. Hitchcock
It’s probably safe to say that everyone has been bullied at one time or another in their
life. Whether it was in elementary school, high school or at your place of work, someone has
pushed you around, berated you, stole your lunch money, made fun of you or called you
names. Nationally, more than 13 million American children will be bullied, making it the most
common form of violence young people experience. Well, as this October is Anti-Bullying
Month and the 30th Anniversary of Back to the Future, the moon and stars have aligned
perfectly and provided us with an opportunity to revisit Biff’s Bad Bullying Behavior.
Everyone remembers the movie Back to the Future, right? (How could you not??)
Quick synopsis- In attempt to evade the evil Libyan rebels seeking return of their plutonium
from eccentric scientist Dr. Emmett “Doc” Brown, who used the plutonium to power the flux
capacitor in his time-traveling DeLorean instead of building them a bomb.
Marty McFly jumps into the DeLorean and upon reaching a speed of 88 mph (in the Puente
Hills mall parking lot), 1.21 gigawatts of power sends Marty and the car back in time to
November 5, 1955- the date parents’ first met. Marty then meets his future parents in high
school and accidentally becomes his mother’s romantic interest. In an ensuing caper of errors,
Marty must repair the damage to history by causing his parents-to-be to fall in love, and with
the help of Doc Brown and find a way to return to 1985.
While helping his to-be father, George McFly, try to woo his to be mother in 1955, Marty
inadvertently witnesses several occasions of George being verbally and physically abused by the
school bully, Biff Tannen. The most memorable of which is:
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This scene, despite Crispin Glover’s adorably dorky demeanor, makes everyone cringe and
sink down in their seats. And if you’re like me, it makes you want to jump up and give Biff a
swift kick to the boys (if you know what I mean.) However, what is sad is that George takes the
knocking on his head, slap and verbal abuse from Biff with a smile and even joins in the
laughter when Biff’s friend makes fun of Marty’s “life preserver” jacket. So, would Biff face
any repercussions for his bullying behavior in 2015?
Well, what is bullying anyway?
“Bullying” is defined as any severe or pervasive physical or verbal act or conduct, including
communications made in writing or by means of an electronic act, and including one or more
acts committed by a pupil or group of pupils, directed toward one or more pupils that has or
can be reasonably predicted to have the effect of one or more of the following: (A) Placing a
reasonable pupil or pupils in fear of harm to that pupil’s or those pupils’ person or
property; (B) Causing a reasonable pupil to experience a substantially detrimental effect on his
or her physical or mental health; (C) Causing a reasonable pupil to experience substantial
interference with his or her academic performance; (D) Causing a reasonable pupil to
experience substantial interference with his or her ability to participate in or benefit from the
services, activities, or privileges provided by a school. Cal. Educ. Code § 48900.
Bullying is different from harassment because the “bully” is not usually just one person with a
grudge but is often a group of schoolmates, or people who were once thought of as
friends. Bullying in the modern era is not just a message written on the men’s room wall “for a
good time call…”, or name-calling in the schoolyard. Bullying, in the age of social media, is
often fairly anonymous and because of the anonymity, typically more vicious and more likely
to reach a wider audience, thereby, creating more bullies.
In November 1955, when George and Biff were in high school, bullying existed (obviously),
but not much was done by the parents or the schools to deter this kind of behavior. In fact, if
you were being bullied, you were likely to be told to turn the other cheek or “man up” and
defend yourself (enter the Karate Kid).
However, in the wake of several high-profile suicides among students who were chronically
bullied, and after two students, who said they were constantly bullied, attacked and opened fire
on their fellow students at Columbine High School in 1999, various states started passing laws
to stop bullying behavior among students. In the aftermath of the school shooting and in
reaction to a local bullying-related suicide in the state, Georgia became the first state to pass
bullying legislation and California followed shortly thereafter. In 2011, California passed the
Safe Place to Learn Act located in the California Education Code §234(b) which provides that
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all students have a right to attend school without discrimination, harassment, violence,
intimidation, and bullying and applies to students either at school, at a school function or in
transit to or from school. Since then, there have been numerous amendments, revisions and
new laws added to the books in California aimed at preventing bullying.
Now, how do these bullying laws affect Biff at all? Well, the answer is, they don’t…(wait for
it)…yet. The scene shown above was off campus and while Biff is most definitely committing
battery- willful force or violence used against another person, but the likelihood that George is
going to go to the police and file a police report is slim to none and slim just left the bar.
Since Biff is basically a giant meathead, we assume that his bullying knows no bounds and
would occur on campus and off. In those instances where he is bullying anyone on campus, or
in transit to and from campus, the above-mentioned legislation would most definitely get Biff
suspended, and eventually, expelled. Moreover, the “Under the Sea” dance is a school
function, which would also fall under the above legislation. In addition to the many criminal
charges Biff racks up while attempting to rape Lorraine in the car at the dance, Biff also
continues his bullying of George and in doing so, almost breaks his arm.

While no one ever saw what happened, except Marty and Lorraine, schools today would have
every inch of that parking lot under video surveillance, thus, enabling them to catch Biff in the
act of yet more bullying. (With the amount of bullying by Biff just shown during the three
days of this movie, I don’t see Biff even graduating from Hill Valley High School.)
Just to throw insult on injury- what does almost every human being on earth have in 2015? A
cell phone! If this scenario were to occur today, we all know that Biff, his friends and all of
those patrons at the diner would all have their cell phones out taking pictures and
videoing George getting bullied by Biff. (Any video would also likely catch that Biff is having
George do his work for him, which would lead to other disciplinary issues at school, but one
issue at a time.) None of these people videoing the scene would bother to defend George, but
all of these videos would wind up on Facebook, You Tube and other social media, leading to
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George getting ridiculed by even more people at school the next day. Moreover, why waste
time bullying someone face to face, when you can do it all day on your cell phone or
computer. We all know Biff would be mercilessly bullying George on any social media forum
possible (as long as he knows how to work modern technology).
Luckily, thanks to the love of the internet and the cell phone, Biff Tannen and all of those
lookie-loos sharing the video could be punished as well. Recently, Assembly Member
Christina Garcia proposed AB 881, which becomes a law on January 1, 2015 and centers on
protecting children from cyber bullying and reaches beyond the schoolyard to stop
bullying wherever it occurs. Previous legislation was written before the explosive growth of
electronic devices and instant communication, so AB 881 clarified that an “electronic act”
means the creation OR transmission of any communication. This means kids who participate
in cyberbullying can now be suspended for cyberbullying even if they were not the one who
originated the document. (This bill was supported by the Junior League Long Beach, among
others.)
Based on the current laws of California, and those effective in January 2016, Biff Tannen
would be suspended…a lot, and most likely, expelled, for his bullying behavior.
Lessons learned here: Justice is sweet. High School sucks. Don’t be a bully, because you
could end up in a pile of …

Megan C. Hitchcock is a Senior Associate at Demler, Armstrong & Rowland, LLP
and SEDBA’s President - Elect
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Supporting the Community through SEDBA

SEDBA SPRING LEGAL FAIR
April 11, 2020
Gus Velasco Neighborhood Center ‐ Santa Fe Springs
SEBDA continues to remain committed to providing access to the courts, to educate,
and to provide pro bono service to the community. In doing so, we are teaming up with
local community representatives to host a legal fair to provide local residents with free
legal advice in all areas of the law. We are looking for volunteer attorneys and
interpreters to help make this event a great success.
Presently, the exact time of the event has not been fixed, but we encourage you to mark
the date on your calendar. Please register with SEDBA Program Director, Teresa
Deleon, at SEDBAinfo@gmail.com your name, the area of law that you practice, and
whether you are fluent in any language other than English. The State Bar of California
encourages attorneys to perform pro bono work in the course of their careers. Offering
pro bono legal services is a way for new attorneys to gain experience, and for experienced
attorneys to provide assistance to those who need it the most.

.

.

SEDBA congratulates Lenora Perri, Clerk in Department R (Judge Gasdia) of the Los
Angeles County Court, Norwalk Branch, on being awarded the Los Angeles County
Superior Court 2019 Judicial Assistant of the Year!
You may recall that in 2017, SEDBA honored Ms. Perri with its Judicial Assistant of the
Year Award. We take pride in the recognizing the great work done in the Southeast
District by our court staff who work very hard to serve our courts, assist the public, and
facilitate efficiency in our legal system.
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Kid’s Place at Court
Kids’ Place, a child friendly, supervised waiting room, provides a safe haven for children
while their parents attend to their business with the courts. All 9 sites serve children 2.5 –
13 years old, with three locations (Long Beach, Mosk and Antelope Valley) also serving
infants and toddlers. Families and people in crisis are in Los Angeles County courtrooms
every day with their small children in tow. Babies and toddlers are left unattended in
hallways while their parents are in courtrooms. Young children are sent to restrooms
unsupervised. Children see their parents upset and emotional about adult conflicts. They
sometimes see parents arrested and taken into custody. They hear adults talking about
family violence, restraining orders, custody disputes, or about violent or criminal behavior
of family members. Often, they relive the anxiety and fear that they have already
experienced at this young age.
Many of the families who bring their children to court are having difficulty coping with variety
of issues in their lives. In addition to courthouse childcare, Kids’ Place assists them with
information and referrals to community services such as childcare, medical care, shelter, or
legal aid.
Kids’ Place offers free childcare services so children can have fun at court instead of
experiencing distress or trauma. Each child leaves with a new book of their own on their first
visit!
Last year at SEDBA’s State of the Courts meeting, Judge Daniel Ramirez asked those in
attendance to donate new or gently used books for Kid’s Place at Whittier Court.
Throughout the year we have collected books and made a few trips to drop them off. This
year SEDBA hosted a toy and book drive as party of the Holiday Party. All the books, and
some of the toys, made their way to Kid’s Place at the Whittier Courthouse. We will
continue to collect these books throughout the year, so please feel free to bring them to the
SEDBA meetings …they will make their way to Kid’s Place.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
Please find the following invitation:

PLEASE JOIN US FOR A
PARTY TO CELEBRATE

Gina Black’s

(38 Years of Service)

RETIREMENT
Thursday, March 26, 2020 5‐8 p.m.

Bruce’s
12623 Imperial Hwy
Santa Fe Springs, Ca
(562) 868-4660
Costs: $30.00 may pay by venmo: Anthony Perri @Anthony-Perri-6

RSVP By: 3/13/2020
Contact: Lenora Perri (562) 345-3717 Lperri@lacourt.org
Cheryl Brady Mason (562) 345- 3743 or Krista Arce (562) 345-3780
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Did You Know…SEDBA Has an Official Facebook Group Page?
Our group page provides announcements for events, reminders for our meetings, and much
more!!! Let's spread the word. Once you've added yourself to the group, feel free and click on
"Add Members" to add all of your Facebook friends who are attorneys, commissioners, and
judges in the area to this group.
If you haven't already added yourself to the group, simply go to the Search box and type in
"SEDBA" then click on Groups.

Now is a great time to join SEDBA
SEDBA provides a wide variety of programs, services and opportunities for its attorney
members, the judiciary, and the community.


Be Part of the Southeast Legal Community
Through involvement with the SEDBA, members gain valuable contacts and
exposure to highly respected members of the legal community. The extensive
schedule of special events offers many opportunities to network with colleagues
from the bench and bar.



Pro Bono & Community Outreach Opportunities
SEDBA members are encouraged to give back to the community and are provided
with opportunities to perform pro bono service and / or join in community service
activities.



Networking Opportunities
Meet attorneys from various practice areas and build a stronger referral base.



Take Advantage of Special Pricing
SEDBA offers a new membership program whereby a $150 individual SEDBA
membership fee will cover FOUR (4) general meeting dinners.

If you have haven’t already received a membership application, you will find one attached
to this Newsletter.
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2020
Southeast District Bar
Association
Board of Trustees

The Southeast District Bar Association is a non‐profit
association of legal professionals serving Southeast Los Angeles
County including Bellflower, Cerritos, Downey, La Mirada,
Norwalk, Paramount, Santa Fe Springs, South Gate, Whittier,
and surrounding cities.

Officers

Rachael C. Kogen President
Megan Hitchcock President-Elect
Matthew Bunnett Vice President
Juan Leonel Alvarez Sec-Treasurer
Eric A. Torices
Past President
Trustees
Jennifer C. Carter
Mary Ann Escalante
Matias Flores
Michael K. Hutchinson
Laila Havre Jacobsma
Sherry L. Powell
Adam M. Sexton
Jonathan R. TerKeurst

MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the Southeast District Bar
Association is to enhance and serve the
educational and professional needs of its
membership, to promote the integrity of the
profession, to encourage collegiality and
interaction with the judiciary, and to provide
access to legal services and the judicial system.

The SEBAMB is a publication of the Southeast District Bar
Association.
The SEBAMB welcomes and encourages articles and letters from
readers. Please send them to SEDBAinfo@gmail.com

Teresa Deleon ‐ Program Director
Southeast District Bar Association
12749 Norwalk Boulevard, Suite 104
Norwalk, CA 90650
Email: SEDBAinfo@gmail.com

SEDBA reserves the right to edit articles and letters sent in for
publication. All editorial material, including editorial comment,
appearing herein represents the views of the respective authors and
does not necessarily carry the endorsement of SEDBA nor the Board
of Trustees. Likewise, the publication of any advertisement is not to
be construed as an endorsement of the product or service unless it is
specifically stated in the ad that there is such approval or
endorsement.
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SOUTHEAST DISTRICT BAR ASSOCIATION
12749 Norwalk Blvd., Suite 104, Norwalk, CA 90650
SEDBAinfo@gmail.com

2020 APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
Our Mission Statement
The mission of the Southeast District Bar Association is to enhance and serve the educational and
professional needs of its membership, to promote the integrity of the profession, to encourage
collegiality and interaction with the judiciary, and to provide access to legal services and the
judicial system.

Membership Information and Payment
Membership Types & Duties
Law Student (FREE)
Attorney, Less than 1 year (FREE)
Court Employee ($75)
Government ($100)
Standard Membership ($150)

Payment by check. Please make check payable to:
SEDBA
Please charge my: Visa

MasterCard

Amex

Name on Credit Card

Card No.

Expiration Date

Security Code

Card Billing Address, City and Zip Code:
Signature of Credit Card Holder Required for Authorization:

Membership to Southeast District Bar (SEDBA). SEDBA membership includes one (1) ticket to
four (4) regular membership meetings with MCLE Credit (meals included) and eligibility for
discounts offered by SEDBA affiliated vendors and SEBAMB Newsletter.*
*Does not include Special Events, the Summer Social, the Randy Kramer Poker Tournament,
Judges' and Past Presidents' Night or the Holiday Party.
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Contact Information
First Name

M.I.

Last Name(s)

Suffix

Title (e.g. Attorney at Law, US Attorney, etc.)
Are you a previous SEDBA Member?

Yes

No

Firm or Company Name
Address

City

Office Telephone Number

Mobile Telephone Number

Work/School E-mail

Personal E-mail

Firm Size: Solo Practitioner

2-5 Attorneys

Areas of Practice:

State

6-10 Attorneys

11-15 Attorneys

Zip Code

15+ Attorneys

Certified Specialties:

Other Memberships:
LACBA

WBA

LBBA

MABA

OCBA

Biographical Information
Law Schools Attended
Licensed by:

State of California

Year Graduated
Other State(s) Licensed by:

Date of California Bar Admission

State Bar Number

Undergraduate School

Degree Received

Year Received

*We will be contacting you predominately through email. Therefore be sure to give the email for
the person at your office who is in the best position to follow up with us.
I hereby authorize the Southeast District Bar Association staff to send any forms, notices,
bulletins, announcements, billings, etc., via facsimile or email.
SUBMIT COMPLETED APPLICATION AND PAYMENT TO:
Southeast District Bar Association
12749 Norwalk Boulevard, Suite 104
Norwalk, California 90015
SEDBAinfo@gmail.com
Signed:______________________________________

Date:___________________

